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Introduction

A field visit to the Indian Institute of Horticultural Research (IIHR),
Hesaraghatta, Bengaluru, was organized on 15 May 2026 for the students of B.Sc.
Biotechnology. In the morning before departure from RISFGC, the principal,
Dr.P.Nagabhushana Reddy, Principal, Dr.Jyothi. R, HOD Biotechnology and
IQAC coordinator along with the staff and students gathered for the group photo
session and it was followed by the boarding of KRJS Bus by the Staff members:
Mrs.Roopa N, Mrs.Shakuntala, Mr.Sivakumar S along with the 11 and 111 year

even semester students.




Objectives of the Visit

The main objective of the visit was to provide students with practical exposure to
modern horticultural research, Biotechnology applications in agriculture, plant
breeding techniques, and advanced laboratory practices.

To understand the research activities carried out at IIHR.

To gain knowledge about plant biotechnology

To observe advanced horticultural practices and protected cultivation methods.
To learn about crop improvement programs and disease management strategies.

To bridge the gap between theoretical learning and practical applications.

Activities Conducted During the Visit

Orientation Session: The students were welcomed by the officials and scientists
of IIHR. An introductory presentation was given about the history, objectives,
and achievements of the institute by Dr.Ramya. Students learned about the
contribution of IIHR in the development of improved varieties of fruits,

vegetables, ornamental plants, and medicinal crops.




Exposure to Greenhouses and Polyhouses

The visit included observation of greenhouse and polyhouse cultivation systems.
Students learned about:

Controlled environmental agriculture

Drip irrigation and fertigation

Hydroponic practices

Pest and disease management in protected cultivation

The scientists demonstrated how modern technologies help in increasing crop

yield and quality.

Demonstration of Horticultural Crops

Students were taken to experimental fields where different varieties of fruits and
vegetables were cultivated. Information was provided regarding:

Hybrid seed production

Crop breeding programs

Organic farming techniques

Integrated nutrient management

Outcomes:

By the end of the field visit, students were able to:

Understand the practical applications of Biotechnology in horticulture, Relate
classroom concepts to real-time agricultural research. During the visit, students
observed different horticultural research activities, plant research programs,
advanced farming techniques, crop improvement methods, and various fruit and
vegetable research sections. The visit helped students understand the role of
scientific research in improving crop productivity, disease resistance, sustainable

farming practices, and post-harvest technology.




The visit provided practical exposure to modern agricultural research and helped
students understand the scientific methods used in horticulture and crop
development. Overall, the visit was informative and enhanced the students’
knowledge in the field of biotechnology and horticultural science. Students
gained insight into field-level research and crop management practices. The
session was highly informative and motivated students towards research-oriented

career.
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Conclusion: The field visit to the Indian Institute of Horticultural Research,
Hesaraghatta, was highly educational and informative for the B.Sc.
Biotechnology students. The visit provided valuable practical exposure to modern
horticultural research and biotechnology applications. It enhanced the students’
knowledge, encouraged scientific thinking, and helped them understand the

Importance of research in agricultural development.

Outcome: Overall, the visit was a successful learning experience and greatly
benefited the students academically and beyond. Nearly twenty-eight students
and three staff members witnessed the visit. The staff and students have expressed
their Happiness in the feedback. IQAC and Department of Biotechnology
conveys thanks to the Management, Principal, Staff, Students and I[IHR

authorities for their Kind cooperation in organizing the programme.




